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Why do we need a Parent’s Forum in Redbridge?

The Government wants disabled children to be a priority, both nationally and locally: a commitment con-
firmed in the NHS Operating Framework and in the Children’s Plan.

Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC), launched in May 2007, is the transformation programme for
disabled children's services. Supported by substantial new funding and measures designed to make the
system work better,

The AHDC programme aims to deliver:

. Access and empowerment for disabled children and families; ’\
. Responsive services and timely support Matom !
. Improved service quality and capacity.

For more information visit: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/ahdc/

One key way in which Government wants to achieve this transformation is by requiring all Boroughs to
have an independent Parent Forum, bringing parents of disabled children together and giving them more
of a say in service development and delivery. This recognizes the expertise parents have.

What a Parent Forum could do (aims)?

e Seek to ensure parents have genuine influence in shaping existing services and in the planning and
commissioning of new services;

e Ensure parents are able to praise things that are working well and challenge things that are not;
e Inform parents about what is happening on issues that might affect them and their children;
e Seek to ensure participation from all areas of Redbridge and across all groups and all disabilities;

e To raise the profile of disabled children in the Borough as well as respect and understanding for par-
ents as carers;

e Strive to build relationships with service providers and other so as to begin to achieve the above aims

. Provide knowledge and information for parents that do not know what services are out there so they
can make informed choices”

We know this is an ambitious agenda and it is going to take time. It will involve new ways of working for
parents as well as professionals and decision makers. Its success will critically depend on the commitment
and involvement of parents.




Who could join (membership)?

The Parent Forum is open to carers of children with any kind of disability (physical,
learning, communication, behavioural, sensory and rare disorders) as well as children
with health conditions which mean they have additional care needs.

The Parent Forum will work with existing groups but cannot take on any individual
issues. But the Forum will need to know if there are patterns of problems or particu-
lar problems for particular groups of disabled children.

“Our success will
critically depend
on the
commitment and
involvement of

parents.”

Why is Redbridge Forum involved?

Redbridge Forum, a charitable voluntary organisation for people with a learning dis-
ability including those on the Autistic spectrum and their parents and carers, is sup-
porting the new Parent Forum with their offices, facilities and expertise. We are very
fortunate to have this support.

A name for the Parent Forum

We need to think of a name to Other names have also been mentioned as

avoid confusion with Redbridge possibilities — e.g. Parent Voice, Parent
Disability Action Group, Parents Together

|II:orum. O"ne.suggestlon 1S for Disabled Children — and while we prefer
Interface” with an explanatory tag  |nterface, we would like to know your

line e.g. Bringing parents of dis- views.
abled children together to enable
change. It may sound “technical”
but it does capture the Vision we
have for the Parent Forum, in that
we see it as a collaborative process
between parents and service pro-
viders to achieve the objectives set
out above. But parents to feel own-
ership of it.




One parent’s testimony of why a Parent Forum could be a
good thing

“ | see Interface as a real opportunity for parents to actively get involved in making a change for their children’s
future. As we are an independent group it is all about parent power. This group will not be tied up in red tape for
the sake of bureaucracy .It will be as successful as we make it.

There are no limits and boundaries will be pushed to challenge the system in a professional and a conservative
manner which has been left to rot for so long, not because parents don’t want to, they are so busy caring for these
children and trying to hold the family unit from collapsing due to strain, they do not have the time and energy to
challenge the system which is failing them and their children. We want to hold people who are in position of power
to account, as their decisions made on behalf of our children affect not only the children but whole of the family
unit.

We want people to start looking at the bigger picture, the long term investment in our children so to maximise our
children’s potential, which we know our children have. The majority of these children do not and need not be a bur-
den on the state for the rest of their lives, given correct and timely intervention they will be able to become inves-
tors them selves they may be special needs but they are still very much our future and must be valued as so.

We want to speak to professionals who are placed in the position of providing service to our children with unrealis-
tic and badly managed budgets which means that the parents and the service providers are in a boxing ring when
the fault lies elsewhere. This in turn leaves the service providers demonised and carers feeling helpless that they
are unable to get the basic service their child needs.

Interface wants to come across as a group of parents who should be listened to, as they, the carers who do the
job 24 7 are the ones qualified to bring special needs services into the 21st century.

If any of these goals are similar to yours then please join us in making our children’s future brighter and the job of
a carer much easier and happier one..”

, -
What'’s happening next?
We would like to know your views and what you think. Do you agree we need a Parent Forum? Do you agree
with the aims?

We have to plan the work of the Forum. We have to input into the Short Breaks project, another important part
of AHDC. We also plan to organise a big launch event for March 09. Would you like to get involved in any
way? Can you attend either of the meetings on:

2 December 10-12 at Redbridge Forum, 98-100 llford Lane, liford

3 December 7-9pm at Kenwood Gardens Child Development Centre, Kenwood

Please complete the attached Consultation and Parent Details Forms and return them to
us as soon as possible. Many thanks from Qudsia Ahmed, Mary Busk, Su Evans and Aisha
Bhatti. (November 2008)




PARENT FORUM - PARENT DETAILS

Parent Name(s):

Address: Phone: Email:

Nature of child/children’s disability:

Age of child/children:

Other groups involved with:

Interested in being involved with Interface in:

-Administration of the Forum and organising parent meetings |:|
Communication and publicity []

Organising a launch event for March 09 []

Being part of Aiming High for Disabled Children — working on short breaks []
-Involvement with Children’s Trust/PCT []

-Local community engagement [ ]

-Other things? Please give details |:|




PARENT FORUM — CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

What are your views on the name for the Parent Forum? Do you like Interface? If so, what
banner would you add?

If you would like another name, what would that be and why?

Any other comments?

Which of the meetings in December would you like to attend?

Are you content with the aims set out above for the Parent Forum?

If not, why not? |s anything missing?

What can be gained from being part of a Parent Forum? For you, your child and profession-
als?

What do you see as possible difficulties in forming a Parent Forum?

What issues would you like the Parent Forum to take on?

Please send to: Interface, c/o Redbridge Forum, 98-100 liford Lane, lIford, Essex IG1 2LD

Phone: 0208 514 8316 Email: interfaceredbridge@gmail.com
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